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SHOREHAM-BY-SEA 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Health  Department, 

16  Buckingham  Road, 

Shoreham-by-Sea. 

June ,  1954. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
Shoreham-by-Sea  Urban  District  for  the  year  1953. 

This  year  has  seen  a  considerable  change  in  the  staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department.  Mr.  J.  W.  Thurman  retired  from  the 
position  of  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  in  September  1953  after 
twenty-six  years’  service.  His  place  has  been  taken  by  Mr.  R.  G. 
Goodbody,  whilst  Mr.  P.  M.  Ennis  now  divides  his  time  between 
the  appointment  of  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Shoreham 
Urban  District  Council  and  Port  Health  Inspector  to  the  New 
Shoreham  Port  Health  Authority. 

The  vital  statistics  show  little  change  from  last  year.  I  have 
set  out  a  table  showing  some  of  the  vital  statistics  for  the  years 
1914-1953.  The  most  remarkable  points  about  these  figures  are  the 
fall  in  the  Infantile  Death  Rate,  the  almost  complete  disappearance 
of  Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Fever  and  the  increase  in  the  Cancer 
Death  Rate. 

We  had  a  large-scale  measles  epidemic  in  the  early  months  of 
the  year.  As  yet  we  have  found  no  effective  means  of  active 
immunisation  against  measles.  Measles  may  be  prevented  or 
attenuated  in  those  children  who  by  reason  of  debility  or  other 
disease  are  in  grave  danger,  by  injections  of  gamma  globulin.  This, 
however,  is  in  very  short  supply  and  can  only  be  used  in  very  special 
cases. 

Diphtheria  has  now  been  almost  completely  eliminated  by  ten 
years  of  active  immunisation. 

Whooping  Cough  is  to-day  the  most  serious  infectious  illness  in 
childhood.  It  should  be  our  endeavour  to  deal  with  whooping  cough 
as  we  have  dealt  with  diphtheria.  At  present  there  is  no  nation-wide 
campaign  for  whooping  cough  immunisation.  Accumulating 
evidence  points  more  and  more  to  the  effectiveness  of  modern 
whooping  cough  vaccines.  I  think  it  is  high  time  a  concentrated 
effort  was  made  to  eliminate  this  disease. 
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Provision  for  the  care  of  the  aged  and  chronic  sick  has  not 
improved.  The  number  of  chronic  and  elderly  sick  needing  Hospital 
care  appears  to  be  increasing.  We  do  not  even  know  the  size  of  the 
problem  as  it  is  only  seen  in  small  sections  by  those  dealing  with  the 
problem.  The  Hospitals  see  one  side  of  the  picture,  the  General 
Practitioner  and  the  District  Nurse  another,  and  the  Welfare  Officer 
sees  yet  another.  It  might  well  be  that  simply  by  unification  of 
administration  the  problem  could  be  solved  without  adding  appreci¬ 
ably  to  the  cost  of  the  already  overburdened  National  Health  Service. 

The  late  summer  and  autumn  gales  washed  ashore  great 
quantities  of  seaweed,  which  lay  about  in  rotting  heaps.  This 
produced  favourable  conditions  for  the  breeding  of  enormous 
numbers  of  seaweed  flies.  These  flies  are  of  two  varieties,  i.e. 
coelopa  frigida,  which  looks  like  a  small  house  fly,  and  coelopa 
pilipes  which  is  a  very  small  fly  and  is  more  like  a  midge  in  appear¬ 
ance.  There  is  no  evidence  that  these  flies  carry  disease,  and  it 
cannot  be  said  that  they  are  injurious  to  health.  Seaweed  flies  are 
capable  of  withstanding  extremes  of  cold.  During  the  winter  of 
1953  adult  flies  were  present  in  large  numbers,  chiefly  under  piles  of 
seaweed.  Appropriate  action  will  be  taken  in  the  Spring  of  1954 
according  to  circumstances. 

Good  progress  has  again  been  made  in  building  new  houses 
by  the  Council  and  by  private  enterprise.  Altogether  one  hundred 
and  ninety-four  new  houses  were  built,  one  hundred  and  ten  by 
private  enterprise  and  eighty-four  by  the  Council.  This  has  appreci¬ 
ably  eased  the  housing  situation  during  the  last  year,  but  there  are 
still  many  people  in  the  district  who  are  suffering  hardship  on 
account  of  inadequate  housing.  The  causes  of  hardship  are  normal 
increases  in  family  causing  overcrowding,  and  families  forced  to 
move  from  one  district  to  another,  usually  for  reasons  connected 
with  employment. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  H.  Harrison, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Shoreham-by-Sea  Urban  District  Council. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

(at  31st  December,  1953) 

Chairman:  Councillor  F.  E.  Batten 
Vice-Chairman:  Councillor  A.  F.  Hooper 
Chairman  of  the  Council:  Councillor  J.  W.  Bayley,  j.p. 

Councillor  T.  J.  Birkett 

„  S.  E.  Johnson 

„  S.  M.  O’Neill 

„  F.  W.  Warren 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 

T.  H.  Harrison,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.,  d.t.m.  &  h. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector:  R.  G.  Goodbody,  m.r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a., 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Examination 
Joint  Board.  Certificate  of  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute  for  the  Inspection  of 
Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector:  P.  M.  Ennis,  m.s.i.a., 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Examination 
Joint  Board. 

(Half-time  Inspector  to  the  New  Shore- 
ham  Port  Health  Authority). 

Duties:  General  duties  of  sanitary  inspectors  as  laid  down 
in  the  Sanitary  Officers’  Order  including  inspection  of 

meat  and  other  foods. 

Clerk  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health:  Miss  J.  Clegg. 

Committees  concerned  with  Public  Health: 

Public  Health  Committee, 

Housing  Committee. 
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NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Shoreham  is  situate  on  the  south  coast,  midway  between 
Brighton  and  Worthing.  The  River  Adur  flowing  down  from 
Bramber  to  the  south,  bounds  the  town  on  its  west  side,  and  then 
winding  under  the  Norfolk  Bridge  flows  eastwards  until  it  again 
turns  southwards  to  enter  the  sea  through  Shoreham  Harbour 
mouth  at  Kingston.  In  this  way  the  river  cuts  off  from  Shoreham 
town  the  shingle  beach  south  of  the  Adur  known  as  Shoreham 
beach.  This  shingle  beach  is  within  the  Urban  District  of  Shoreham- 
by-Sea. 

The  town  possesses  a  public  recreation  area,  Buckingham  Park, 
comprising  thirty-eight  acres.  It  is  situate  at  the  foot  of  the  Downs 
north  of  the  town  and  is  used  as  a  public  park  and  pleasure  ground, 
available  for  general  sports  and  recreation  purposes.  The  chief 
industries  in  the  town  are  timber  and  coal  importing,  chemical 
manufacturing,  the  processing  of  animal  by-products  and  boat 
building.  New  light  industries  are  constantly  making  their  appear¬ 
ance  in  the  town. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS,  1953 

Area  in  acres 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 
Population  (Census,  1951) 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  end  of  1953  according  to 
Rate  Book 


3,093 

13,060 

13,052 

£135,299 

£527 

3,990 


EXTRACTS  FROM 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

OF  THE 

YEAR 

Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

87 

78 

165 

Illegitimate 

3 

2 

5 

90 

80 

170 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated  home  population 
Corrected  Birth  Rate  after  allowance  is  made  for  the 
age  and  sex  composition  of  the  local  population 
as  compared  with  the  national  population 

Still  Births  Male  Female 

Legitimate  . .  . .  4  1 

Illegitimate  . .  . .  —  — 


13.01 


13.01 

Total 

5 


4  1  5 


Rate  per  1,000  of  total  (live  and  still)  births 


28.6 
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Deaths  (Males  83,  Females  59)  . .  . .  . .  142 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  estimated  home  population  10.9 

Corrected  Death  Rate  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9.9 

(This  is  the  death  rate  of  the  District  after  allowance  has  been 
made  for  the  age  and  sex  composition  of  the  local  population 
as  compared  with  the  national  population.  The  Corrected 
Death  Rate  is  a  figure  which  permits  a  more  accurate  com¬ 
parison  to  be  made  between  the  figures  in  different  areas.) 


Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  . .  . .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  34 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ....  2  2  4 

Illegitimate  . .  . .  —  —  — 

2  2  4 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  . .  . .  . .  23.5 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  . .  24.2 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  . .  Nil 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS,  1953 


England  and 
Wales 

West 

Urban 

Sussex 

Rural 

Shoreham 

U.D. 

Birth  Rate 

15.5 

11.6 

14.6 

13.01 

Death  Rate 

11.4 

15.6 

11.8 

10.9 

Infantile  Death  Rate  . . 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

26.8 

22 

22 

23.5 

Death  Rate  . . 

0.2 

0.06 

0.10 

0.1 

Cancer  Death  Rate 
Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

1.9 

2.8 

2.1 

2.6 

per  1 ,000  births 

0.76 

1.5 

0.8 

0.0 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS,  1914—1953 
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Infantile  Pulm.  T.B.  Cancer  Maternal  Cases  Cases  Cases  Cases 

Year  Population  Birth  Rate  Death  Rate  Death  Death  Death  Mortality  of  of  of  of 

Rate  Rate  Rate  Rate  Diphtheria  Scarlet  Fever  Poliomyelitis  Enteric  Fever 

1933  9,130  12.3  11.6  53  .43  1.9  8.5  —  46  —  — 
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DEATHS  OCCURRING  DURING  THE  YEAR  1953 


Causes  of  Death 

|  Males 

i  Females 

i 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

|  1 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis,  Other  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Disease 

2 

— 

2 

|  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

2 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

5 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 

— 

5 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus . . 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Malignant  and 

Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

12 

7 

19 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

5 

— 

5 

Diabetes 

— 

_ 

— 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

9 

12 

21 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  . . 

8 

7 

15 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  . . 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Heart  Disease  . . 

10 

12 

22 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

1 

2 

3 

Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

Pneumonia 

7 

1 

8 

Bronchitis 

3 

2 

5 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

— 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . 

2 

— 

2 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

— 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

— 

1 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  Malformations  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

5 

4 

9 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

— 

1 

All  other  Accidents  . . 

— 

2 

2 

Suicide 

— 

1 

1 

Homicide  and  Operation  of  War 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

83 

59 

142 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 

The  following  infectious  diseases  are  notifiable  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health : 

Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Measles 

Acute  pneumonia  (primary  or  influenzal) 

Meningococcal  infection 


8 


Acute  poliomyelitis 
paralytic 
non-paralytic 
Acute  encephalitis 
infective 
post-infectious 
Dysentery 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 
Puerperal  pyrexia 
Smallpox 

Paratyphoid  fevers 

Enteric  or  typhoid  fever 

Food  poisoning 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

Erysipelas 

Chicken  pox 

Malaria 

Cholera 

Plague 

Typhus  fever 

Relapsing  fever 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE 

YEAR  1953 


Total  Cases 

Notified 

|  Under  1  year 

<N 

1 

m 

1 

<N 

3—4 

1 

o 

T— H 

1 

in 

«n 

T 

0 

1 

20—35 

35—45 

45—65 

65  and  over 

Cases  Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

17 

i 

2 

1 

1 

1 

9 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

_ 

Whooping  Cough 

8 

— 

— 

4 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  . . 

258 

7 

22 

21 

24 

22 

147 

9 

3 

2 

— 

1 

— 

4 

— 

Pneumonia 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

8 

*Puerperal  Pyrexia 

19 

2 

15 

2 

— 

— 

19 

— 

Chicken  Pox 

53 

— 

4 

2 

4 

3 

35 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia 

1 

. 

1 

— 

— 

Neonatorum  . . 

3 

3 

3 

— 

Food  Poisoning 
Poliomyelitis 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

(Paralytic) 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

368 

11 

28 

29 

29 

27 

195!  13 

l 

6 

18 

5 

4 

3 

37 

8 

*This  figure  includes  15  cases  notified  by  Southlands  Hospital  in  respect  of 
persons  admitted  from  other  districts. 


9 


TUBERCULOSIS— NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY,  1953 


1 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0-  1  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1-  5  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-15  .. 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-25  .. 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-35  .. 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

35-45  .. 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45-55  .. 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-65  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  &  over 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . . 

5 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

- 

FOOD  POISONING 

Three  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 
The  cause  in  each  case  was  Salmonella  typhi-murium.  In  one  case 
which  was  notified  by  a  General  Practitioner  the  source  of  infection 
was  probably  a  duck  egg.  The  other  two  cases  were  notified  by 
Southlands  Hospital,  and  notification  was  received  too  late  for  the 
source  of  infection  to  be  traced.  It  is  most  probable  that  many 
cases  of  food  poisoning,  particularly  if  the  symptoms  are  mild,  are 
overlooked  and  never  come  to  the  notice  of  the  Health  Department. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  has  again  been  carried  out  during 
the  year  by  the  County  Council,  and  no  cases  have  been  notified. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  the  position  was  as  follows: 

Total  number  of  children  immunised: 

Under  5  years  of  age  . .  . .  . .  421 

5 — 14  years  of  age  . .  . .  . .  . .  1,490 

Who  received  a  third  reinforcing  dose  . .  137 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,  SECTION  172. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 

REGULATIONS,  1925 

No  action  has  had  to  be  taken  by  the  Council  under  these 
powers  during  the  year. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  SECTION  47 

It  was  not  found  necessary  for  action  to  be  taken  under  this 
section  for  the  removal  to  suitable  premises  of  any  persons  in  need 
of  care  and  attention. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

Since  the  National  Health  Service  Act  came  into  force  on  July 
5th,  1948,  the  following  services  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Local 
Health  Authority,  which  is  the  West  Sussex  County  Council: 
Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care 
The  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 
Ambulance  and  Hospital  Car  Service 
Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 
Vaccination  against  Smallpox 
Domiciliary  Midwifery 
Health  Visiting 
Mental  Health 
Home  Nursing 
Home  Help. 

HOSPITAL  AND  SPECIALIST  SERVICES 

A  comprehensive  hospital  and  specialist  service  is  provided  by 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Doctors  can  arrange  whatever 
forms  of  treatment  are  needed  for  their  patients  in  general  or  special 
hospitals,  whether  as  in-patients  or  out-patients.  Hospital  accom¬ 
modation  of  a  private  nature  is  available  in  certain  circumstances 
subject  to  appropriate  charges.  All  types  of  cases  are  thus  provided 
for — medical,  surgical,  maternity,  infectious  diseases,  and  those 
requiring  sanatorium  or  mental  hospital  treatment. 

The  Worthing  Group  Hospitals  comprise:  Worthing,  South¬ 
lands,  Swandean,  Littlehampton  and  Arundel  Hospitals;  Zachary 
Merton  Maternity  Home,  Rustington  and  certain  Convalescent 
Homes. 

GENERAL  MEDICAL  AND  DENTAL  SERVICES 

Everyone  is  entitled  as  part  of  the  arrangements  for  the  National 
Health  Service  to  general  medical  and  dental  care.  Local  arrange¬ 
ments  for  these  services  are  organised  through  the  National  Health 
Service,  Executive  Council  for  West  Sussex,  63  South  Street, 
Chichester. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

Acting  as  agents  for  the  County  Council,  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade  and  British  Red  Cross  Society  operate  the 
Ambulance  and  Hospital  Car  Service  in  the  County.  Calls  for  an 
ambulance  are  made  through  the  doctor  or  nurse  in  attendance  on 
the  case,  or  through  the  Police  or  public  in  case  of  accidents  or  other 
emergencies. 

NURSING 

General  District  Nurses,  Midwives,  Health  Visitors  and  School 
Nurses  are  employed  by  the  County  Council  to  serve  in  the  area. 
Lists  showing  names  and  addresses  of  these  nurses  may  be  seen  at 
County  Libraries,  Town  Halls,  or  Offices  of  local  District  Councils, 
and  the  Public  Health  Department,  County  Hall,  Chichester. 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 


Infant  Welfare 

Health  Centre,  Middle  Road, 

Tues.  &  Thurs. 

Centre 

Shoreham-by-Sea. 

2.30 — 4.0  p.m. 

Clinics : 

Mothercraft 

Health  Centre,  Middle  Road, 
Shoreham-by-Sea. 

Wednesday 

3.0 — 5.0  p.m. 

Ante-Natal 

Health  Centre,  Middle  Road, 
Shoreham-by-Sea. 

1st  and  3rd  Friday  in 
each  month 

2.30 — 4.0  p.m. 

Pre-Natal 

Health  Centre,  Middle  Road, 

Monday 

(Instruction 

Classes) 

Shoreham-by-Sea. 

2.30 — 5.0  p.m. 

School 

Victoria  Road  School, 

Monthly 

Clinics 

Shoreham-by-Sea. 

Health  Centre,  Middle  Road, 
Shoreham-by-Sea 

(Monday  afternoon) 
Monthly 

(Monday  afternoon) 

Orthopaedic 

Lancing  Health  Centre, 

Irene  Avenue, 

Lancing. 

By  appointment 

Eye  Clinic 

Health  Centre,  Middle  Road, 
Shoreham-by-Sea. 

Friday  morning 

By  appointment 

Dental 

Health  Centre,  Middle  Road, 
Shoreham-by-Sea. 

By  appointment 

Speech 

Therapy 

Health  Centre,  Middle  Road, 
Shoreham-by-Sea. 

By  appointment 

The  following  clinics  are  administered  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board: 


Tuberculosis  Southlands  Hospital, 

Shoreham-by-Sea. 

Venereal  Disease  Worthing  Hospital, 

Worthing. 


Wednesday 

(By  appointment) 

Males: 

Wednesday 

5.30— 6.30  p.m. 
Friday 

4.30 —  5.30  p.m. 
Females: 

Wednesday 
3.0 — 5.0  p.m. 
Friday 

2.0— 4.0  p.m. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 

There  is  an  abundant  supply  of  pure  water  from  the  Brighton 
Corporation.  The  supply  is  constant  and  all  the  houses  in  the  area 
are  served  direct.  The  water  is  not  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent 
action. 
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Extensions  of  public  water  supplies  during  the  year: 


Length 

(Yds.) 

Diameter 

(Ins.) 

Dolphin  Road 

28 

4 

The  Avenue 

28 

4 

Hawkins  Close 

276 

3 

Franklin  Road. . 

43 

3 

Park  Avenue  . . 

87 

4 

Shoreham  Beach 

\ 

569 

4 

Development 

/ 

98 

6 

1129 

PUBLIC  SCAVENGING 

House  Refuse 

House  refuse  is  removed  weekly  by  the  Council  with  direct 
labour.  The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  the  controlled  tipping  method 
and  is  collected  by  mechanical  freighters. 

Sewers 

New  sewers  have  been  laid  in  the  following  new  streets: 
Hawkins  Close 
Fowey  Close 
Harbour  Way  (Part) 

Park  Road. 

A  sewage  scheme  is  under  consideration  to  serve  Crown  Road. 
Cesspools 

Cesspools  and  septic  tanks  situate  in  areas  where  sewers  are 
not  available  are  emptied  by  the  Council  with  a  mechanical  cesspool 
emptier  and  the  sewage  disposed  of  at  the  sewage  works.  A  charge 
is  made  for  the  service  in  certain  defined  areas. 

On  the  Shoreham  Park  Estate  thirty-one  cesspools  were 
abolished  and  fifty-seven  dwellings  connected  to  the  sewer. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

No  action  has  been  taken  to  check  pollution  of  rivers  and 
streams. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS,  1953 
The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  houses  erected 
during  the  year: 


i 

Erected  by 

Parish 

Private  Enterprise 

Local  Authority 

Total 

I  Shoreham-by-Sea 

37 

— 

37 

I  Kingston-by-Sea  . . 

73 

84 

157 

1  Totals 

110 

84 

194 

13 


1 .  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year : 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  76 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . .  724 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-heading  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  113 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  .  .  . .  . .  . .  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  habitation  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  60 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices: 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  in  consequence  of  informal  action  . .  36 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Power  during  the  year: 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  . .  .  .  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

demolition  orders  were  made  . .  . .  .  .  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  demolition  orders  . .  . .  1 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were 
made  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding: 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  known  to  be  overcrowded 

at  end  of  1953  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  . .  .  .  3 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  .  . .  30 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

(c)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

(d)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  relieved  cases  of 

overcrowding  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  Nil 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

MILK  SUPPLY 

Number  of  Milk  Distributors  registered  . .  . .  . .  16 

Number  of  Premises  registered  as  Dairies  . .  . .  . .  2 

Number  of  Dealers  licensed  to  sell  “Tuberculin  Tested”  milk  2 
Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  to  retail  “Tuberculin 

Tested”  milk  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Number  of  Dealers  licensed  to  retail  “Pasteurised”  milk  . .  2 

Number  of  Supplementary  Licences  to  retail  “Pasteurised” 

milk  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Number  of  Dealers  licensed  to  retail  “Sterilised”  milk  . .  14 

Number  of  inspections  made: 

(1)  Milkshops  and  Dairies  . .  . .  . .  . .  61 

(2)  Vehicles  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

(3)  Number  of  contraventions  found  . .  .  .  .  .  Nil 


Eleven  samples  of  milk  have  been  submitted  for  biological 
examination  for  Tubercle  Bacilli,  the  results  of  which  were  all 
satisfactory.  It  was  not  necessary  for  any  action  to  be  taken  under 
Section  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949,  relating  to 
infected  milk. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
(Specified  Areas)  Order,  1953,  this  district  was  specified  as  an  area 
in  which  only  designated  milks  may  be  sold.  The  effect  of  this 
legislation  is  to  ensure  that  no  “raw”  milk  is  sold  in  the  area  unless 
it  is  Accredited  or  Tuberculin  Tested. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

There  is  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the  district  which  is 
used  only  for  emergency  slaughter.  Most  of  the  home  killed  meat 


sold  in  the  area  is  brought  from  the  Brighton  Abattoir. 

Number  of  Butchers’  Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

Number  of  inspections  of  Butchers’  Shops  . .  . .  73 

Number  of  inspections  of  vehicles  or  carts  . .  . .  4 

Number  of  inspections  of  other  food  stores  .  .  . .  183 

Number  of  contraventions  found  . .  . .  . .  3 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied  . .  .  .  . .  3 

Butchers’  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consump¬ 
tion  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  235  lbs. 

ICE  CREAM 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture  of  ice 

cream  (complete  cold  mix)  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  sale  of  ice  cream  . .  46 

Number  of  contraventions  found  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Number  of  inspections  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  38 


No  samples  of  ice  cream  were  procured  in  connection  with  the 
Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947 — 1952. 
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BAKEHOUSES 


Number  in  the  district  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Number  underground  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Number  of  inspections  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  26 

FISH  FRYERS 

Number  of  fish  fryers  in  the  district  . .  . .  . .  5 

Number  of  inspections  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  20 

RESTAURANT  KITCHENS 

Number  of  restaurants,  cafes,  snack  bars,  etc.  . .  . .  23 

Number  of  inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  51 

FOOD  PREPARING  PREMISES 
Number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  (excepting  ice  cream 
premises)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  13 

Number  of  inspections  made  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  31 


MISCELLANEOUS  FOOD  PREMISES 
Other  food  premises  in  the  district  are  as  follows: 
Grocers’  shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  31 

Greengrocers’  shops  . .  . .  . .  16 

Confectioners’  shops  . .  . .  . .  10 

Sweet  shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  18 

Wet  fish  shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Licensed  premises  . .  . .  . .  22 

Off  Licensed  premises  . .  . .  . .  4 

Wholesale  grocers  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 


Total  . .  . .  . .  . .  112 


Number  of  inspections  made  . .  . .  81 

SHELL  FISH 

There  are  no  shell  fish  beds  or  layings  in  the  district. 

INSPECTION  OF  OTHER  FOODS 
Various  foodstuffs  have  been  examined  during  routine  inspec¬ 
tions  of  food  premises  and  as  the  result  of  requests  by  shopkeepers. 
The  following  foods  have  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption: 

Wet  and  dried  fish  . .  . .  56  lbs. 

Canned  Foods  . .  . .  . .  4,518  lbs. 


DISPOSAL  OF  CONDEMNED  FOODS 
Condemned  meat  over  56  lbs.  in  weight  was  returned  to  the 
Abattoir  for  disposal  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  Small  quantities 
have  been  taken  to  a  local  firm  for  processing.  Other  condemned 
food  is  destroyed  at  the  Council’s  Tip. 
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FOOD  BYELAWS 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Department  has  drawn  the 
attention  of  food  traders  in  the  district  to  the  need  for  compliance 
with  the  Food  Byelaws.  Although  the  average  standard  of  food 
handling  is  fairly  good,  there  is  still  room  for  improvement  in  some 
trades  and  premises.  It  is  apparent  that  only  by  the  frequent 
visiting  of  the  sanitary  inspectors  can  a  reasonable  standard  be 
achieved  and  maintained. 

GENERAL  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  &  1948 

Inspections. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1 ,  2, 

3,  4,  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

11 

26 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  . . 

65 

92 

5 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises)  . . 

3 

3 

Total  . . 

79 

121 

5 

Defects  Found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
i  Reft 

To  H.M. 

Found  Remedied  Inspector 

were  found 
jrred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

1 

- 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

- 

- 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

3 

2 

— 

2 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  . . 

4 

2 

— 

2 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relating 

to  Outwork) 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Total 

7 

8 

2 

4 

There  is  only  one  outworker  in  the  district. 


SHOPS  ACT 

Number  of  shops  in  the  district  . .  . .  244 

Number  of  inspections  made  . .  . .  46 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

An  application  received  in  respect  of  a  site  to  accommodate 
thirty-five  caravans  at  Parkview  Avenue  was  refused. 

Three  licences  have  been  issued  for  separate  caravans,  and  a 
few  others  have  been  kept  under  observation. 

Seventy-eight  inspections  have  been  made  to  enforce  the 
requirements  of  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and 
the  Council’s  Byelaws  relating  thereto. 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  district  registered  under  this  Act. 
Number  of  inspections  made  under  the  Act  7 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Number  of  observations  made  . .  . .  143 

Number  of  notices  served  . .  .  .  .  .  2 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  . .  . .  2 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 


(1)  Number  of  Council  Houses: 

(a)  Found  to  be  infested  .  .  . .  . .  Nil 

(b)  Disinfested  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  Other  Houses : 

(a)  Found  to  be  infested  . .  . .  . .  1 

(b)  Disinfested  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 


Infested  houses  are  gassed  or  treated  with  liquid  insecticides, 
according  to  the  circumstances.  The  houses  and  furniture  of 
prospective  tenants  of  Council  houses  are  examined  for  the  presence 
of  vermin,  and,  if  necessary,  are  treated  as  above. 


SCHOOLS 

Number  of  schools  in  the  district  . .  5 

Number  with  public  water  supply  . .  5 

Number  with  water  closets: 

(a)  Separate  Pedestal  . .  .  .  . .  3 

(b)  Trough  .  .  . .  . .  . .  2 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  methods  employed  in  the  destruction  of  rodents  in  this 
district  are  those  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  and  a  part-time  Rodent  Operator  is  employed. 

The  Council’s  sewers  receive  systematic  treatment  and  the 
refuse  tip  was  treated  eight  times  during  the  year,  but  no  major 
infestation  was  found.  A  free  service  is  given  in  respect  of  private 
dwelling  houses. 

Number  of  inspections  made  . .  . .  .  .  264 

Number  of  visits  by  Rodent  Operator  . .  . .  1,435 
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Complaints  made  by  the  Public  . .  . .  . .  73 

Infestations  found  as  a  result  of  the  above  . .  65 

Infestations  found  by  the  Public  Health  Department  9 

Total  number  of  premises  treated  . .  . .  . .  92 

Number  of  “block”  control  schemes  carried  out  . .  9 


BEACH  FLIES 

During  the  autumn,  an  abnormally  large  number  of  beach  flies 
(coelopa  frigida)  were  to  be  seen  on  the  beach,  and  the  complaints 
were  received  of  swarms  of  these  insects  in  houses  and  other  premises 
in  the  vicinity.  These  flies  are  known  to  breed  on  rotting  seaweed, 
both  on  the  surface  and  at  varying  depths  in  the  shingle.  The 
Sanitary  Inspectors  conducted  experiments  and  arranged  for  a 
trial  to  be  carried  out  of  pressure  spraying  a  small  area. 

Action  taken  by  neighbouring  authorities  has  been  noted  and 
observations  are  being  made  regularly.  The  cold  weather  has 
reduced  the  activity  of  these  insects,  but  it  is  expected  that  they 
will  become  a  nuisance  again  in  the  Spring. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Number  of  premises  licensed  . .  . .  4 

Number  of  inspections  made  . .  . .  26 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORKS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS 
DEFECTS  REMEDIED  AND  NUISANCES  ABATED 
Rooms  renovated  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Roofs  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Windows  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  12 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  . .  . .  17 

Damp  walls  treated . .  ..  ..  ..  15 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . .  5 

Floors  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . .  9 

Water  pipes  repaired  . .  . .  . .  2 

Spouting  provided  or  repaired  . .  . .  8 

Dustbins  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Drains  reconstructed  . .  . .  . .  2 

Drains  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  . .  17 

Drains  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Cesspools  abolished  . .  . .  . .  32 

Cesspools  repaired  . .  . .  .  .  1 

W.C’s  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Houses  disinfested  . .  . .  . .  5 

Accumulations  removed  . .  . .  . .  16 

Smoke  Abatement  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Miscellaneous  . .  . .  . .  . .  35 


Total  . .  . .  210 
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Number  of  inspections  with  regard  to  Infectious  Disease  . . 
Number  of  premises  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  . . 
Number  of  workplaces  inspected  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936 

Number  of  visits  in  connection  with  insect  Pests 

Number  of  wasps  nests  destroyed 

Number  of  interviews  with  owners,  agents,  etc. 

Number  of  visits  in  connection  with  the  keeping  of  animals 
and  Council’s  Byelaws  relating  thereto 
Number  of  inspections  regarding  accumulations  or  deposits . . 
Number  of  visits  regarding  domestic  water  supply 
Total  number  of  inspections  for  all  purposes. . 

Total  number  of  notices  served: 

(a)  Informal 

(b)  Statutory 

Total  number  of  summonses  issued 
Total  number  of  convictions  obtained. . 


79 

9 

6 

90 

3 
71 

34 

36 

4 

3,714 

69 

3 

2 

Nil 


COMPLAINTS  RECEIVED 

Number  of  complaints  received  . .  . .  . .  . .  282 

Number  of  complaints  found  justified  and  dealt  with  . .  258 

COMPLAINTS  CLASSIFIED 
Drains  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  41 

Structural  Defects  . .  . .  . .  . .  39 

Animals  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Rats  and  Mice  . .  . .  . .  . .  73 

Other  Vermin  and  Insects  . .  . .  . .  23 

Overcrowding  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Smoke  and  Dust  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Water  Supply  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Van  Dwellers  . .  . .  . .  .  .  2 

Accumulations  . .  . .  . .  .  .  20 

Unsound  Food  . .  . .  . .  . .  46 

Dustbins  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  9 

Factories  and  Workplaces  . .  .  .  3 

Miscellaneous  ..  ..  ..  ..  14 

Total  . .  .  .  282 
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